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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 



with Mr. Dodd (Reg. No. 46,437), the undersigned, on September 14, 2006 and 
September 19, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims |7, 32 and 35 have been canceled. 
Claims 1, 10, 24 and 33-34 have been amended. 

Amend claim 1 as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a computer system that is network connectable along 
with one or more other computer systems to a network, a method presenting message 
related data at a common messaging interface such that the presented message related 
data can be accessed more efficiently, the method comprising: 

an act of receiving query criteria for a message related query, the query criteria 
being received at the common messaging interface; 
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an act of submitting a message related query to an item database in accordance 
with the query criteria; 

an act of receiving a plurality of portions of message related data that satisfy the 
query criteria, the plurality of portions of message related data including at least a first 
portion of message related data and including at least a second portion of message 
related, the first portion of message related data having one or more property fields that 
are defined in accordance with a first message extension schema differently from 
one or more property fields of the second portion of message related data that are 
defined in accordance with a second message extension schema ,the first portion 
of message related data and the second portion of message related data also having 
one or more common property fields defined in accordance with a message schema; 
and 

an act of displaying at least a link to each of the received portions of message 
related data at the common messaging interface such that different portions of message 
related data that have one or more differently defined property fields are displayed 
together. 



Amend claim 1 0 as follows: 

10. (Currently Amended) The m e hod method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
act of submitting a message related query to an item database comprises an act of 
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Amend claim 24 as follows: 

24. (Currently Amended) In a computer system that is network connectable along 
with one or more other computer systems to a network, a method for returning message 
related data that is to be presented at a common messaging interface such that the 
presented message related data can be accessed more efficiently, the method 
comprising: 

an act of receiving a message related query from a querying computer system, 
the message related query including query criteria; 

an act of accessing an item database, the item database storing a plurality of 
portions of message related data, the plurality of portions of message related data 
including at least a first portion of message related data and including at least a second 
portion of message related, the first portion of message related data having one or more 
property fields that are defined differently from one or more property fields of the second 
portion of message related data, the first portion of message related data and the 
second portion of message related data also having one or more common property 
fields defined in accordance with a message schema; and 

an act of identifying a plurality of portions of message related data contained in 
the message database that satisfy the query criteria of the message related query, at 
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least one identified portion of message related data having one or more property fields 
that are defined in accordance with a first message extension schema differently 
from at least one other identified portion of message related data defined in 
accordance with anotlier different message extension schema ; 

an act of returning the plurality of portions of message related data to the 
querying computer system. 

Claim 33 has been amended as follows: 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for use in a computer 
system that is network connectable along with one or more other computer systems to a 
network, the computer program product for implementing a method presenting message 
related data at a common messaging interface such that the presented message related 
data can be accessed more efficiently, the computer program product comprising one or 
more computer-readable media having stored thereon computer executable instructions 
that, when executed by a processor, cause the computer system to perform the 
following: 

receive query criteria for a message related query, the query criteria being 
received at the common messaging interface; 

submit a messagiB related query to an item database in accordance with the 
query criteria; 
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receive a plurality of portions of message related data that satisfy the query 
criteria, the plurality of portions of message related data including at least a first portion 
of message related data and including at least a second portion of message related, the 
first portion of message related data having one or more property fields that are defined 
in accordance with a first message extension schema differently from one or more 
property fields of the second portion of message related data that are defined in 
accordance with a second message extension schema , the first portion of message 
related data and the second portion of message related data also having one or more 
common property fields defined in accordance with a message schema; and 

display at least a link to each of the received portions of message related data at 
the common messaging interface such that different portions of message related data 
that have one or more differently defined property fields are displayed together. 



Claim 34 has been amended as follows: 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for use in a computer 
system that is network connectable along with one or more other computer systems to a 
network, the computer program product for implementing a method for returning 
message related data that is to be presented at a common messaging interface such 
that the presented message related data can be accessed more efficiently, the 
computer program product comprising one or more computer-readable media having 
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stored thereon computer executable instructions that, when executed by a processor, 
cause the computer system to perform the following: 

receive a message related query from a querying computer system, the message 
related query including query criteria; 

access an item database, the item database storing a plurality of portions of 
message related data, the plurality of portions of message related data including at least 
a first portion of message related data and including at least a second portion of 
message related, the first portion of message related data having one or more property 
fields that are defined differently from one or more property fields of the second portion 
of message related data, the first portion of message related data and the second 
portion of message related data also having one or more common property fields 
defined in accordance with a message schema; af\4 

identify a plurality of portions of message related data contained in the message 
database that satisfy the query criteria of the message related query, at least one 
identified portion of message related data having one or more property fields that are 
defined in accordance with a first nfiessaqe extension schema differently from at 
least one other identified portion of message related data defined in accordance with 
another different message extension schenfia : and 

return the plurality of portions of message related data to the querying computer 
system. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. Claims 1-16, 18-31 and 33-34 (renumbered as claims 1-32) are allowable over 
the prior art of record. 

4. The following is an examiner's statements of reason for allowance: 

The examiner has found that the prior art of record does not appear to teach or 
suggest or render obvious the claimed limitations in combination with the specific added 
limitations as recited in independent claims and subsequent dependent claims. The 
prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a method and system of presenting message 
related data at a common messaging interface such that the presented message related 
data can be accessed more efficiently, comprising receiving a plurality of portions of 
message related data that satisfy the query criteria, the plurality of portions of message 
related data Including at least a first portion of message related data and including at 
least a second portion of message related, the first portion of message related data 
having one or more property fields that are defined in accordance with a first message 
extension schema differently from one or more property fields of the second portion of 
message related data that are defined in accordance with a second message extension 
schema, the first portion of message related data and the second portion of message 
related data also having one or more common property fields defined in accordance 
with a message schema, and displaying at least a link to each of the received portions 
of message related data at the common messaging interface such that different portions 
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of message related data that have one or more differently defined property fields are 
displayed together. 



5. The examiner as of general interest cites the following references: 

A) Schmidt. Jr. et al. U.S. Pat. No. 6.778.642. 

B) LuzeskI et al, U.S. Pat. No. 6.430,177. 

C) Jennings et al, U.S. Pat. No. 6.430.174. 

D) Skladman et al, U.S. Pat. No. 6.487.278. 

E) Belfiore et al, U.S. Pat. No. 6.990,513. 

F) Gupta et al. U.S. Pat. Application Pub. No. US 2003/0018721 Al. 

G) Lei et al. U.S. Pat. Application Pub. No. US 2004/0203664 A1. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and. to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip B. Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3991 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



ADDITIONAL REFERENCES 
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8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
Information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Philip B. Iran 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 55 
September 22, 2006 



